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Overview

What is  CADTH?

Two perspectives on ñTechnologyò ?

Health Technology Assessment (HTA):    ñProductò

Locating and Identifying Levels of Evidence

HTA as ñProcessòfor Decision - Making



CADTH is an independent, not - for - profit 
National agency providing unbiased 

evidence to support decision - making in 
all sectors of health care



CADTHôs 3 Key Programs:

ÅCommon Drug Review (CDR)

ÅCanadian Optimal Medication 
Prescribing and Utilization Service 
(COMPUS)

ÅHealth Technology Assessment 
(HTA)



Technology Definitions

ñTechnologyò 
Medical Devices

ñTechnologyò         
Informatics

Ådigital radio systems

Åelectronic health records

Åcomputer order entry

Åhandheld interactive 
charting / assessment 
systems

ÅInformatics (HIROC)

Åtelehealth

Ådevices

Ådrugs

Åsurg / med procedures

Åvaccines

Ådiagnostic tests

CADTH



Spot the ñtechnologyò

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://gallery.hd.org/_exhibits/medicine/_more2006/_more11/pills-white-yellow-on-blue-background-spilling-from-plastic-pot-container-bottle-folic-acid-400ug-as-recommended-to-be-taken-during-pregnancy-closeup-1-JR.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gallery.hd.org/_c/medicine/_more2006/_more11/pills-white-yellow-on-blue-background-spilling-from-plastic-pot-container-bottle-folic-acid-400ug-as-recommended-to-be-taken-during-pregnancy-closeup-1-JR.jpg.html&h=2304&w=3072&sz=3418&hl=en&start=15&um=1&tbnid=P2VunfrpaL3CrM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpills%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN


Danish Health Technology Assessment 2007 p. 48



ñNot everything that is new in health care 
technology
is goodé 

Not all that is good
is needed.ò

Ogembo - Kachienga, 2005



Health Technology Assessment (HTA)

1. A product that can assist to inform health care 

decisions

2.  A process by which decisions - making can occur 

using a deliberate, rationale, and transparent 
mechanism





Building Blocks of HTA ñproductò

RCTôs & 
Other 
Clinical 
Studies

Review 
Articles

Systematic 
Reviews & 

Meta 
Analyses

Economic

Models

Cost -
effective -
ness 
studies 

ñLocalò 
geographic, 
demographic 
issues

+ + + +

Legal 
Ethical

Risk

Safety 
Issues
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